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There are big problems in the US school system. They are also found in the entire society. All the schools strive to have clever pupils that are active in sports. It is very important for schools to have good reputations so that they will be attractive to parents. According to many students, a number of successful students have extra privileges, while other less successful students are taunted by both other students and even teachers. Some taunted students have often bad self-esteem and get very angry at the world. In the past three years the mass shootings in schools have greatly increased. In some cases it has become clear that the so-called nerds go over the edge in their desires for revenge on the so-called jocks. 

The mass shootings often happen in small towns. According to Mattias Gardell (Karlsson) a reason for this is that in small towns, it is even harder to get accepted if you do not fit in. People in small towns want everybody to be the same, look the same, and do the same things while striving for the same goals. If a person falls out from these wishes, the society freezes this person out. 

The two boys Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold were called the Trench Coat Mafia, they lived in Littleton, a small town outside Denver. They both had wealthy parents, with good jobs, and lived in the rich side of town, in big and exclusive houses. Eric and Dylan were classed as the typical nerds. They were not interested in school, actually they hated it because the jocks always gave them a hard time. On April the 20th 1999 they had enough, and after a year of planing they went to their school, Columbine High, and killed twelve students and one teacher. After executing as many as they could they took their own lives. People in Littleton were shocked, they had never thought that these two boys would do such a terrible thing.

The great increase of mass shootings in US society is not due primarily to the mental illness of the felons, but to the fact that the society is not taking responsibility of the increasing number of citizens that are becoming excluded and detached from society. The society is also responsible of not changing the gun laws and not decreasing the violence shown on the media.

The US society lives under the “American dream”. America stands for success and successful people, says Haag. The jocks are supposed to lead the success with good grades and good jobs. Johan Holmström, an exchange student, says: “It has been known for a long time that, the winner takes it all, and everybody wants to be that winner”(Haag). American children are often told by their parents and teachers that that if you do not have good grades or are not good at sports, then you can not succeed in society. Children are always under great pressure from their parents, schools and friends.

According to Guillou the jocks are often the social elite of the school and everybody wants to become one or be accepted by them as friends. The jocks are the students that have decent grades, good at sports, and have the most popular girlfriends and best cars. The teachers go for the jocks, they help them with their schoolwork. 

“If something happens that is against the school rules the teachers often blame the nerds, even though they know that the jocks did it” says a Columbine High student (Gibbs). The jocks are often privileged, they even have their own table in the school-dining hall. They taunt the nerds by telling them that they are useless and unwanted. The nerds reply with silence and by not doing anything. The nerds also have their own table, no one want to sit with them because they are afraid to somehow turn into a nerd. One of the reasons why they are called nerds is because they are not a part of the normal society. Some of these nerds eventually believe that by having guns they can get respect.  

It is not difficult for a student to get a hold of a weapon because many families have one and it is easy to take a weapon license. So the guns have become a very big problem for the United States. “US society is violent, even historically when the white men with their guns conquered US. And in the Wild West the lonely revolver armed man defended his wife, kids and American values from the hazards of nature and the savage Indians” (Karlsson). It is much the same illusion now. There is, 

“ – A frightened white working or middle class man that has watched his territory shrink and has a racist’s way of thinking.” says Mattias Gardell (Karlsson).

He is protecting his family from the violence and crimes in the city, trying to make a safe zone where his kids can grow up. That is why the guns are accepted by the society, and is a thing that many families have. According to Fineman “ 39% of all families have a loaded gun in their house. The children are from their youth taught how to handle a weapon. They are marching in the school and learning how to take care of a weapon. Their parents take them out to gun clubs, so they can learn how to shoot robbers”.  “The gun becomes almost a family member, they place their safety in it.” says Johan Holmström (Haag)

The US gun laws differ from state to state and that is a big problem. There are more then 200, 000,000 guns in the US and 70,000,000 Americans that own them. Regulation is not really a successful part of the laws. In 26 states out of USA’s 52 there is no age limit on buying weapons. (not known, The Economist)
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The fact that it is very easy to get a hold of a weapon is a big problem for the US society because a weapon is the key to mass killings. Without weapons mass murders are much less likely to occur. It seems simple enough, take away the weapons and you decrease the mass killings. Weapons though are a big industry in the US and the right to bear arms is guaranteed in the Constitution so it will be a long time before changes are made. 

Another big issue for the society to deal with is the fact that teenagers see far to much violence nearly every day in the media. Guilliou claims that in today’s society every child every day automatically sees and hears about many people getting killed or dying in one or another cruel or unfortunate way. On television, in music texts, and on the Internet they hear about people getting killed or murdered. This of course must have some effect on the children and teenagers watching such all day long every day of the week. In their youth they watch people getting killed and this gives them a mistaken picture of reality. For many American children dead people are a normal thing, it is a part of their every day lives. They learn how to kill by watching American action movies and shows where the good guy never gets shot and if he does he always survives. The immortal hero that fights the evil and rescues the princess by killing the bad guys influences the children. 


The media is giving the youngsters an impression that it is okay to kill if you have a good reason and that a person’s life is not so very important. The killings shown in mass media are of course a big problem for society to deal with.  How can they stop something that always has been there? 

Chaitkin claims that one of the biggest recent problems is today’s computer games such as for example Doom, and Half-Life. Games that are based on the idea of killing as many people as possible as fast as possible and to prevent the main character from getting killed. In Doom the character is using handguns, rifles, bombs and even canons to kill his opponents that usually die from one or two shots while the main character is very hard to kill. The game puts the player in an I-perspective where he is watching the killings through the main character’s eyes. The game is well designed so the player can feel as if he was running around himself and killing his opponents. In Doom there is also a possibility of building your own environment so that it looks more real, for example a school building where the player can run around and shoot all his opponents. As the lieutenant David Grossman says: “These computer games are extremely dangerous for kids because they teach children how to kill, but not only that, they teach the kid to do it automatically and without showing any feelings at all”(Chaitkin)


The US society has not done enough to minimise the violence shown on television and even the Internet. This is regardless of the fact that it has been proven by research that it is unhealthy for children to see and play such things. That could be the reason why such massacres happen. One of the most terrible massacres was the one in Littleton.

Littleton is a small town with 30 000 citizens. It lies outside Denver, Colorado. Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold lived there, they were l7 and 18 years old and 

went at the school Columbine High. The Harrises had in 1996 moved to Littleton from 

Plattsburgh N.Y. They lived in a big four-bedroom house. The father was a decorated Air 

Force pilot. The Klebolds had lived in Littleton their whole life, they lived in a modern wood- and-glass home. Klebolds father owned his own company and his mother worked with blind children. 

Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold became friends fast. According to classmates interviewed by Gibbs “Klebold was the weaker spirit of the two: quiet, reserved, looking for a leader, which he found in Eric Harris”. The classmate Sara Martin tells that "You got the feeling he had low 

self-esteem. He was a bit reclusive but nice..." They spent almost all their time in Harris garage, a neighbour to Harris tells that " Eric was always in there with the door closed” (Gibbs) 

Now it has become clear what they were doing in there. They were planing a massacre in their school. They had worked with the planning in about one year, and were both fans of Hitler and joined a nazis group named the Trench Coat Mafia. Therefor the two boys decided to do the massacre on Hitler's birthday, April the 20th 1999. Harris and Klebold went into the school armed with two sawed-off shotguns, a semiautomatic rifle, a 

semiautomatic handgun and a dozen of home made bombs. A survivor from the school tells that they went in and started to shot and throw their bombs. According to Gibbs “…they were laughing excited, shouting "Who's next?", " Who's ready to die?” Then they demanded " All jocks stand up. We're going to kill every one of you” Another survivor heard a girl say to her killer, "There is a God and you need to follow along God's path. The killer answered "There is no God", then he shoot her in the head.”
They shot 12 students; most of them were jocks and one teacher. After that they shot them selves. At this time many people wondered "why?” According to Fineman there are many specialists that think there could be many reasons why these terrible things happened. One of the reasons could be that the nerds have never been accepted by most of the society and therefor wanted revenge. Another reason could be the computer games and the violence shown on television. You can take Harris and Klebold as an example. They often played games where they went into schools and shot the people who were there. It has been proved that it is unhealthy for the brain to play these games.

Many people also wonder where they got their ideas from. The answer has not been found yet but the police think that they got it from the computer games, 

homepages at the Internet and from the other students who have done the same thing before. In the Littleton case the two boys had also a role model: Hitler. A student from their school told that they used to speak German in the halls, re-enacted World War 2 battles, and shouted "Heil Hitler”(Gibbs). As one student remembered they also talked a lot about who they hated most and who they would like to kill. Hitler did the same in his notorious work “ Mein Kampf” that also was one of Eric and Dylan’s favourite books.

The students who commit these massacres are not mentally ill, but a product of the US society. Students have to cope with the pressure from their parents and their parents disappointment if they fail to reach their goals. If the US society wants to reduce the massacres in school they most take more responsibility. They first of all have to work with their enormous expectations towards their children and teach them that it is not wrong not having good grades and not being good at sports. If they do not, they will never get rid of the big problem with successful students giving the worse students a hard time. The society also has to work with all the violence shown on television, in music texts and on the Internet. But first of all focus on the damaging computer games because “it has several times proved that these games are damaging for the brain, sometimes giving the children a hard time knowing if what they do is for real or not” (Chaitkin).

 The US society must change their gun-laws because the gun is a necessary thing for a person wanting to kill. “Every year there are 15000 people being killed by a weapon and 5000 of them are children” says The Economist (writer not known). These numbers tell how big the problem is.

The society must take more responsibility for their social workers giving them better education and budgets. An example of a failure is what happened in Littleton were people had complained to the police about the actions of the two boys but there was no accountability. Eric and Dylan hated Brooks Brown. So much that they made an Internet site with a map of his way to school and also telling the readers were they should strike if they want to kill him. Brooks mum reported this to the police twelve times but they did not take it for serious. Nobody knows why but Eric and Dylan told Brooks Brown on the day they began shooting to leave the school, and he did.

If the society had been different, without violent computer games, violence in media, pressure from the school and parents, and without weapons the USA would have no mass killings.
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This is a diagram showing what the people living in the US society think coused the shootings in Littleton.
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